Membership Invitation
Dear Friends of the Dharma,

Someone asked me recently, “How have you managed to support this Centre for eight years with no formal annual membership dues?” I told him that I don’t really like getting involved with money matters. Fortunately, we have some very generous students who have helped, time after time, when we’ve faced a money crisis for one reason or another.

And that’s the truth. But we're coming to realize, that’s not really the best way to do things. We’ve learned that most religious organizations in the West receive a monthly contribution from their members, “dues”, in addition to any other fund raising efforts they make. I’ve even heard that in some churches or temples members pay 10 or 15% of their monthly income as dues, or a “tithe.” Actually, small regular dues provide a dependable source of income that is needed by almost all charitable organizations to pay their monthly expenses, so the organization or church can stay in existence.

After giving this much serious consideration, we’ve concluded that this is the best way for us to go. For several reasons, it is very important for us to do this now. Briefly, here they are:

· The Government determines the legitimacy of Religious Organizations, in part, by the number of formally registered members. It is the payment of dues that provides proof of membership.

· One of the reasons we need to be recognized as a Religious Organization is so that in the future we will have a better chance at receiving permission to invite Spiritual Teachers, Lamas and others to come here and teach in our community. This is something we’ve planned to do for many years.

· Another very important reason we need to be recognized as a Religious Organization in the eyes of the Government is that we will need to receive Government approval and all of the necessary permits in order to build the Rimay Monastery we are currently in the process of planning.

· And finally, a more immediate but equally important reason for people to become formal members and begin paying dues is that we need the regular income to pay our many and substantial monthly expenses, and therefore ensure the continued existence of our Centre. Being able to meet all of our monthly expenses, I have to admit, is a very real concern of ours at this time.

Membership Application

I wish to become a member of Rimay Gyalten Pota Ling Tibetan Buddhist Centre (GPL) 
4131 Campobello Place, Richmond, B.C. V7E 5G5, Canada 

Last Name: 

Given Name(s): 

Mailing address: 

City:


Province/State:

Postal/Zip Code:


Country:


Tel:  

Fax:  


Email: 

Date of application: 


Membership Period/Fee:

__ 1 Month / CAD$20
__ 3 Months / CAD$60

__ 6 Months / CAD$120
__ 1 Year / CAD$216 (includes 10% discount)

Cheque payable to Rimay GPL (
Cheque No:


Cash Amount: 

(For Official Use)

Membership No.:


 Expires:


 Receipt No.:

 Date:




Of course, all membership dues will be tax deductible, just as all donations are. The minimum monthly payment will be $20. You may pay monthly, or pay for several months at a time. If you would like to just make a single annual payment, you will receive a discount of 10% off of your membership dues. Naturally, if this creates a financial hardship for anyone, please speak to us. We will arrange a membership based upon your situation. We will never turn anyone away because they can’t afford to pay.  

A convenient way for you to make your dues payment is by setting up an “auto-pay” plan, an automatic monthly payment that goes from your bank account straight into the GPL’s bank account. Of course, the minimum monthly payment of $20 is just that, the minimum. If you are able, we welcome, and greatly appreciate, a larger commitment. There are some who are paying $100 a month, or more. Please be reminded that the main purpose of the Membership Plan is to help build our organization that we can better serve all sentient beings. Your generous involvement will be a direct cause in benefiting them. 

We are very lucky to have such an amazing Noble Sangha here. I want everybody to try their best to support its continued existence. After all, it is your Centre. So please fill out the application form below and return it to GPL.

Thank you for your very kind and helpful support!

H.H. Gyalten Sogdzin Rinpoche

By cheque: Please make cheque payable to: Rimay GPL and mail it with this completed form to: 
Rimay Gyalten Pota Ling, 4131 Campobello Place, Richmond, B.C. V7E 5G5, Canada

By autopay/Direct Deposit: In order to set up this plan, you will need to go to your bank and give them the account number and the name and address of GPL’s bank. 

Direct Deposit/Telegraphic Transfer. Deposit/transfer can be made into the following account:
Bank Name:  Royal Bank of Canada     

Bank Address: No. 3 and Ackroyd Branch, 1950-8171 Ackroyd Road, Richmond, B.C. V6X 3K1, Canada

Account Name: Rimay GPL 
Account No.:  CAD - 03880-003-1013119   USD - 03880-003-4003190
(A receipt will be issued upon receiving this completed form together with the pay-in slip.)

Charity BN/Registration No. 85597 4143 RR0001

All donations are tax deductible!

If you wish to discuss anything about any projects or your offering, please call H.H. Gyalten Rinpoche at 

604-272-6887 or email: rimaygpl@gmail.com
